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UM EARLY CHILDH°OD program earns national accreditation
MISSOULA —
The Co-Teach Preschool Program, located in The University of Montana School o f
Education, has recetved recognition under rigorous new standards from the Nattonal Association
for the Education of Young Children - the nation’s leading organization o f early childhood
professionals.
There are 22 accredited programs in Montana, but Co-Teach is one o f only three to be
approved under the new standards.
“W e’re proud to have earned the mark o f quality from NAEYC and to be recognized for
our commitment to reaching the highest professional standards,” said Rick van den Pol, director
Of UM s Division of Educational Research and Service, which houses the Co-Teach Preschool.
“This is a shared accomplishment by Co-Teach staff and families,” said Mary Finnegan,
Co-Teach supervising teacher and program manager. “Eveiyone contributed to this process, and
we are delighted to have met NAEYC’s high standards. While we constantly strive to improve
our program and services to the Missoula community, it’s a nice opportunity to take some time
and reflect on the strengths of the program and all it has to offer.”

Co-Teach has been in existence for 27 years and was originally funded through federal
grants. The preschool has morning and afternoon programs and serves children ages 3-5. The
program particularly is committed to inclusive education and serving students o f diverse abilities
To earn NAEYC accreditation in the new system, Co-Teach went through an extensive
self-study. The program measured its services against 10 new NAEYC Early Childhood Program
Standards and more than 400 related accreditation criteria. Co-Teach received accolades after an
unannounced, on-site inspection by NAEYC in late January. Preparation for the visit was headed
up by Co-Teach Coordinator Marcy Otten.
The process is extensive,” Otten said. “Getting ready was certainly a team effort, but we
were well prepared given the high standards w e’ve always kept for our students and their
families.”
In the 20 years since NAEYC accreditation was established, it has become a widely
recognized s.gn of high-quality early childhood education. Only about 8 percent o f all preschools
across the country have passed NAEYC accreditation, and even fewer have been certified under
the new standards that went into effect in September 2006.
“The new NAEYC accreditation system raises the bar for preschools, child care centers
and other early childhood programs,” said Mark Ginsberg, NAEYC executive director.
The NAEYC accreditation system was created in 1985 to set professional standards for
early childhood education and to help families identify high-quality preschools. Programs are
accredited by NAEYC for a five-year period.
The University is very proud of our School o f Education’s Cb-Teach Preschool,” said
Roberta Evans, the school dean. “This exemplary program benefits the lives o f children and their
families, charting a path for meaningful early success.”

Co-Teach now is accepting applications for fall 2008. To enroll your child or for more
information, call 406-243-6303.
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